Hepatogenic potential of human bone marrow and umbilical cord blood mesenchymal stem cells.
Conditions of human BM and umbilical cord blood MSC in vitro differentiation in the hepatogenic direction were studied. Changes in cell morphology, phenotype, acquisition of the capacity to produce albumin and accumulate glycogen, express cytokeratin, alkaline phosphatase, and albumin mRNA indicated that BM and umbilical cord blood MSC differentiated in vitro into immature hepatocyte-like cells.